News Letter No. 2 (ory 


MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
of 
LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI SECTION OF M. A. OF A. 


OBJECT OF CAMPAIGN 


To bring high school and college mathematics teachers of Loui- 
siana and Mississippi into closer professional contact through the 
medium of a common membership in the Mathematical Association 
of America. 


CAMPAIGN ENDORSED BY: 


Pres. T. D. Boyd, Louisiana State University. 

Pres. A. B. Dinwiddie, Tulane University. 

Pres. J. R. Conniff, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute. 

Pres. C. Cottingham, Louisiana College. 

Pres. E. L. Stephens, Southwestern Louisiana Institute. 

Pres. V. L. Roy, Louisiana State Normal College. 

Pres. Alfred Hume, University of Mississippi. 

Pres. B. M. Walker, Mississippi A. & M. College. 

Pres. J. L. Johnson, Mississippi Women’s College. 

Pres. L. T. Lowrey, Blue Mountain College. 

Pres. G. S. Sexton, Centenary College. 

Pres. D. M. Key, Millsaps College. 

Pres. G. T. Gillespie, Belhaven College. 

Supt. T. H. Harris, State of Louisiana. 

Supt. H. M. Ivy, Mississippi Education Association, Meridian. 

Supt. W. F. Bond, State of Mississippi. 

Dean. J. A. Hardin, Centenary College. 

Prof. Julia Dale, Delta State Teachers’ College, Cleveland, Miss. 

Prof. Mabel Hutchins, Math. Dept., Blue Mountain College. 

Prof. C. D. Smith, Math. Dept., Louisiana College. 

Prof. G. L. Harrell, Millsaps College. 

Prof. Dunham Jackson, Pres. M. A. of A. 

Prof. H. E. Slaught, Vice-Pres. M. A. of A. 

Prof. W. D. Cairns, Sec’y-Treas., M. A. of A. 

Sec’y P. H. Griffith, Louisiana Teachers’ Association. 

Prof. H. E. Buchanan, Math. Dept., Tulane University. 

Prof. A. C. Maddox, Louisiana State Normal College. 

Supt. Nicholas Bauer, New Orleans City Schools. 

Prof. S. T. Sanders, Chairman, La-Miss, Section, L. S. U., 

a Torrey, Vice-Chairman, University of Miss., University 
iss 

Prof. B. E. Mitchell, Sec’y-Treas., Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss. 


Prof. Robert Torrey, 
Committee on Campaign Finance. 


Prof. C. D. Smith, 
INSPIRING WORDS. 


“I am in sympathy with the plan which you propose for de- 
veloping interest in mathematics among teachers in this field. Tu- 
lane University will be willing to contribute $50.00 toward the ex- 
penses of an initial campaign such as you describe.”—A. B. Din- 
widdie, Pres. Tulane University. 

“I see no reason why the mathematics teachers in our high 
schools and colleges in Mississippi and Louisiana should not have 
a common membership in the M. A. of A. 

Co-operation of the right kind is always beneficial to the indivi- 
duals taking part and also to the public.”—W. F. Bond, Miss. State 

Supt. of Education. 

“As one of my two major subjects in college was mathematics, 
I can appreciate the excellent work your Association is doing, to a 
— degree perhaps than some who have not specialized in that 
subject 
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Let me assure you of my interest in the work of your organiza- 
tion and of my thorough approval of it."—Lawrence T. Lowrey, 
Pres. Blue Mountain College. 


“I am glad to tell you that I mosi heartily approve of this move- 
ment. I consider that such an association is very much needed, and 
that it will promote the interest of all of our schools and colleges.” 
—G. T. Gillespie, Pres. Belhaven College. 

“I am writing to express my most hearty commendation of the 
work which the Louisiana-Mississippi Chapter of the Mathematical 
Association of America is doing. The aim of the Association, the 
bringing of mathematics teachers, college and high school, of the 
two states into closer professional contact, is in my opinion very 
worthwhile and necessary. 

The Head of the Mathematics Department at Centenary informs 
me that he is expecting to make the membership in the Association 
of his Department 100%,”—Geo. S. Sexton, Pres. Centenary College. 

“Tam greatly pleased at the interest in mathematics manifested 
in Louisiana and Mississippi during the past few years in the organi- 
zation of a Louisiana-Mississippi Chapter of the Mathematical As- 
sociation of America. 

Please put me down as heartily approving the purpose and 
work of the Louisiana-Mississippi Chapter of the Mathematical As- 
sociation of America.”—D. M. Key, Pres. Millsaps College. 


VOLUNTARY COMMENT 


“I shall be glad to do anything that I can to assist in this most 
laudable undertaking, and, if possible, be present at the meeting in 
Shreveport in March.”—G. L. Harrell, Registrar, Millsaps College. 

“I assure you that I heartily endorse the movement you suggest. 

I shall be glad to use my influence in making the La-Miss., 
Section of the M. A, of A. a success.”—Miss Mabel Hutchins, Math. 
Dept., Blue Mountain College. 

“Such a campaign certainly has great possibilities for good. 
You may count on me for any service that I can render.”—C. D. 
Smith, Math. Dept., Louisiana College. 


FROM SOME OF THE PARISH SUPERINTENDENTS. 


“We shall be glad to send all of our mathematics teachers to 
your annual meeting, which will be held in Shreveport the latter 
part of March.”—R. V. Kerr, Bossier Parish. 

“IT shall gladly recommend to our Board the sending of a mathe- 
matics teachers as a delegate to the coming meeting in Shreveport 
next Spring.”—Nicholas Bauer, Orleans Parish. 

“Rapides Parish will be glad to send one or more representa- 
tives to the meeting of the Louisiana-Mississippi Section of the 
Mathematical Association of America at its meet.ng in March.’—M. 
J. Avery, Rapides Parish. 

“LT received your communication in regard to the mathematics 
“Get together” meeting. I will take this matter under consider- 
ation, and if possible, have a representative at the meeting.”—F. M. 
Coleman, Hinds County, Miss. 

“IT have yours of recent date relative to an annual “get-together” 
of the mathematics teachers of Louisiana and Mississippi. I shall 
take the matter up with my Board at its next meeting relative to 
a a delegate at this meeting.”—W. B. Prescott, St. Landry Par- 
ish. 

“ | feel satisfied that the School Board would consider favorab- 


ly the scading of one delegate from this parish.”-—C. E. Laborde, 
Avovelles Parish. 


OFFERINGS FOR SERIOUS THOUGHT 


Of the twenty-odd outstanding educational leaders of the two 
states, fourteen college presidents and the two state superinten- 
dents of education have shown an administrative vision of the value 
of organized co-operative mathemai.cs teaching and study. 


They see what every earnest mathematics teacher sees. That 
increase in the effectiveness of high school and college mathematics 
teaching is bound to come if the thousand or more teachers of 
mathematics in the Louisiana-Mississippi Section territory can carry 
out the program of a yearly meet, and can otherwise profit from 
mutual professional contacts and from the stimuli of literature and 
personality furnished by the largest mathematical organization in 
the world, the Mathematical Association of America. 

We have requested lists of high school mathematics teachers 
from all the parish superintendents of Louisiana and the county 
superintendents of Mississippi, about half of those addressed hav- 
ing replied. The result is about 500 names of secondary mathe- 
matics teachers listed in our oflice. We may assume, reckoning from 
this, that there are, at least, a thousand mathematics teachers in the 
high schools of boil: states. Estimating a hundred college mathema- 
tics teachers in state and private colleges, we may reasonably con- 
clude that eleven hundred men and women are engaged in mathema- 
tics teaching in Louisiana and Mississippi. Of this 1100, exactly 50 
are at present members of the Mathematical Association of America, 
that is, less than 5°. Now if what is asserted above is true, the 
conclusion is inescapable that a great opportunity lies before 95% 
of the mathematics profession in these two states. It is more than 
an opportunity. It is a challenge. 

The barbers, the bricklayvers, the bakers, the merchants, the 
manufacturers, the lawyers, and the doctors, all have their respec- 
tive unions or associations and their annual meetings. Moreover, 
it is the exception when the majortiy of the members of a calling or 
a business are not identified with their own professional organi- 
zation. 

If the baker, the merchant, the lawyer, the doctor, acquire 
added efficiency by their yearly mutual contacts, can the mathe- 
matics teachers remain indifferent to a program which aims to 
bring a like benefit to those engaged in the profession of mathe- 
matics teaching? 

The high schools, the tax-supported colleges, and the univer- 
sity of a state are maintained by the same group of tax-payers. Bill 
Jones is taxed to support the high school which his son John at- 
tends. The same Bill Jones is taxed to support the college which 
John will attend when he finishes high school. Yet Professor X 
who teaches John his high school algebra, and Professor Y who will 
teach him his college algebra have not even a professional acquain- 
tance, much less a personal one. This is not all. These two men are 
apt to have different ideas about what value John is to derive from 
mathematical study in return for Dad’s tax money. This is a situ- 
ation which could be improved by mutual efforts of Professor X and 
Professor Y. 

Now if there were only one Bill Jones, it would not matter 
much. But if only 50 out of the 1100 in the La-Miss. territory are 
members of the M. A. of A., then 95° of the daddies of Louisiana 
and Mississippi belong to the Bill Jones class, that is, their sons and 
daughters have their mathematics taught them by Professors X of 
the high schools and Professors Y of the colleges who do not ex- 
change ideas, are not members of the same mathematical organi- 
zation, and may set forth ideas of mathematical values quite at vari- 
ance with one another. Is this fair to the Bill Joneses who pay their 
tax-money for the best possible mathematics teaching? 

Mathematics is the most fundamental of all the sciences. Gauss 
‘alled it the “queen” of the sciences. More and more are its proces- 
ses found essential to the final expression of research results in 
non-mathematical fields. Re-read Mr. Slaught’s “Mathematics and 
the Public.” An expert in soil research returned to his university 
after ten years absence in order to get certain mathematics neces- 
sary to his particular problem in agricultural physics. A man 
about to take his doctor’s degree in law at Harvard went aside to 
study mathematics that he might bring mathematical method to his 
research in law and ethics. Examples like these can be multiplied 
indefinitely. 


But the utility phase of mathematics—vast and far reaching as 
this is,— is probably less important than those disciplines to 
thought which we believe must always be yielded by a proper and 
sufficiently extended study of mathematics. The demonstration of 
this truth to the world might well motivate a move of a thousand 
mathematics men and women into common membership in the M. 
A. of A. in this Louisiana-Mississippi territory. 


SOME NEWS MATTER. 


We are doing our best to measure up to the responsibilty of 
this chairmanship, but we doubt if even our mathematical friends, 
much less the lay public, have a due appreciation of the difficulties 
we are encountering. However, we have the utmost confidence in 
the value of the project we are undertaking, and are equally confi- 
dent that the great body of earnest mathematics workers, in college 
and high school, have the same vision, and that they are going to 
rally and make this Shreveport meeting the greatest of its kind in 
the history of the South. In the meanwhile, by correspondence 
and circularization let us continue to develop our corporate con- 
sciousness as a section territory of M. A. of A. 

Prompt replies from some of our correspondents would speed 
up the campaign. We are making the most economical use of 
moneys sent us that we can, but more money will be necessary, if 
this project is to be mdae as scientifically thorough as it should be. 

_ Endeavor is being made to secure the best possible program for 
our Shreveport meeting. Pres. Jackson of the national organi- 
zation of the M. A. of A. and Prof. Slaught, managing editor of the 
American Mathematical Monthly have been requested to assist us 
in achieving this end. 

Did you read the letter of Pres. Jackson of September, 10th, 
expressing the interest of the national Board of Trustees in our 
campaign efforts? If you have not done so, dig up this letter which 
was sent out with our October pamphlet and READ it. If you did 
not receive the letter, notify us, and we shall be glad to have it 
mailed to you. 

Our last news item should be read with keen interest. So im- 
portant is it, that we give it a separate paragraph: 

The M. A. Board of Trustees voted to send a delegate to the 


Shreveport meeting, the expenses of this delegate to be paid from 
their own treasury. 


OF POSSIBLE INTEREST. 


1. If 2/7 + 3/7 = 5/7 because 2 apples + 3 apples = 5 apples, 
then what does (2 apples) (3 apples) equal if 2/7.3/7 = 6/49? 


2. If 2 apples _ 2 
7 apples | ~ 7 eggs, 


is 2 apples. 7 eggs=7 eggs. 2 apples? 


3. (With a bow to the psychologist). If a student acquires 
the habit of accuracy in a mathematics class-room, how much of it 
will be carried over into the history class-room without effort? 
With effort? 

4. How much good would a highly emotional type of mind de- 
rive from a thorough two-year course in mathematics, “good” being 
interpreted to mean a discipline? 

5. (To college teachers). Is the term “infinity” necessary in 
the books on the elementary calculus? If unnecessary, is it ad- 
visable? 

6. Every field of-life is full of problems. Is there a scientific 
method of attacking every problem? Can the habit of attacking all 
problems scientifically be built up in the mathematics class-room, 
_ and carried over to every field? 

7. How much of physics is mathematical? of chemistry? of 
economics? of sociology? of biology? of agriculture? of engi- 
neering? of accounting? of educational theory? 


Address all communications to Chairman, S. T. Senders, L. &. 
U., Baton Rouge, La. ‘ 


